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The aim of this 10-day program (June 25-July S, 2017) is to
convene an intevdisciplinary group of graduate students, academics
and cuftural producers from fields such as anthropology, history,
political philosophy, gender studies, cultural studies and new media
studies for a period of intensive and provocative exchange regarding
the pressing problems and questions of our research and our worlds.

The theme of this year's Pelion Summer Lab -- Democracy and
Dissent -- will address urgent political developments around the
globe both by revisiting classic texts of critical theory and social
nquiry and tracing new trajectories of thought and novel modes of
cultural critique and cultural production. Against the backdrop of
neo-fascist xenophobia and neoliberal austerity, we will consider how
democracy, so often invoked as an alibi of sovereignty, still holds out
a vital promise of hospitality to the other, capable of disrupting
multifarious justifications for intolerance, exclusion, dispossession and
injury. As we consider emergent practices and potentialities for
dissent, we will highlight the constitutive role of technology, culture
and aesthetics in the political. Ethnographic and historical case
studies from various sites will be interwoven with our wore
theoretical discussions. A highlight of the PSL will be a one-day
public symposium held in the seaside village of Horto on June 29, in
which instructors from the PSL, members of the University of
Thessaly academic community and invited guests will speak.

Given that the humanities and social sciences are themselves critically
at stake in these developments, both as target and as launchpad for
critique, a fundamental aspect of this year's Summer Lab (and
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future ones we hope will follow) is the reimagining of our routinizec
modes of teaching, researching and disseminating knowledge. Thus
we do not see this summer meeting as simply an extension of oul
normal way of doing things to another time and place. Instead, wi
envision these days together as an opportunity to experiment anc
reflect together on how to better develop communities of fearnin,
and intellectual exchange outside of established hierarchies o
knowledge and experience, as well as across multiple sites and divers
social and political contexts. Our aim is to reframe our questions anc
envision new modes of communicating our (deas and our researc
that might be worthy of the challenges of the contemporar

situation.

The format of the PSL is designed to bring participants int
meaningful contact with prominent critical thinkers, as well as wit.
each other. Our invited faculty will present either a wmaster cla
focused on a foundational text, which participants will be asked t
read in advance, or an experimental methodologies workshop. As w
believe strongly in the need for an active and creative uptake of th
Summer Lab's offerings (rather than a lecture ~tramsmission model
participants will work together to develop a collaborative projec
based on their theoretical and research interest with the guidance
the organizers. The collaborative work that the students will produc
(a short written text, a video, a podcast, a sound piece, a series ¢
photographs) will be the trace of the dialogues and thinking of tr
days we spend together.

Penelope Papartias, Mitsos Bilalls, loanna Lafiotou
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Seminar with Alexandros Kioupkiolis

The Commons as an Alternative Paradigm of Collective Life

The idea of the 'commons' has emerged in the last two decades as an

Teafre Valle in Rome, otcupotion sinee 2011

alternative to both state
and the
profit -

governance
competitive,
driven  logics of the
market. The commons
refer to  self-governed
communities which create

or manage a collective

good  on  ecologically

sustainable, fair and

democratic terms. In reading the two texts, your objective should be

to understand the problems which the commons can address and the

alternative logics they embody in politics, the economy, our relation

to the environment, and the city.

Readings:

e  Ostrom, Elinor, “Tragedy of the commons,” in The Aew

Palgralve Dictionary of Economics Online, 2008.

s “On the Commons: A Public

Interview with Massimo De

Angelis and Stavros Stavrides,” Aux jotpmal # 17, 2010
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Seminar with Dimitris Vardoulakis

why do we “fight for our servitude as if it were our salvation”

Spinoza and La Boetie on Democracy

| am interested to situate La Boétle and Spinoza within tb

ETIENNE DE LA BOETIE

De Lo Boehe

materialist tradition. In particular,
want to show how they both use
concept of phronesis to wake the
political point. | will start with a quic
account of phronesis from Book VI
Avistotle’s Ancomachean — Ethies,  an
then the
Diogenes Laevtius, so as to situate L

Epicurus  fragments |
Boétie and Spinoza’s position. | want 1
note in particular how phronesis

associated with instrumental thinkin
it is a kind of judgment that takes ini

account means and ends relations. /£

the same time, as La Boétie and Spino;

well recognize, phronesis, or instrumental rationality, also requires

concept of power. The wost difficult question here is, why do peop

fail to think nstrumentally? Or, differently put, why do people fi

to use their phronesis? Without tackling this question, a materiali

politics can never hope to aspire to democracy.

Readings:

« De La Boétie, Etienne. Discourse on Voluntary Servitud
ndianapolis: Hackett, 2012 (1735).
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« Spinoza, Baruch. Preface. Theological-Political Treatise,
Gebhart ed., 2nd ed. Indianapolis: Hackett, 1991 (1670).

Seminar with Patricia Dailey
Disvuptive Performances: Fred Moten and the Black Radical
Tradition

Fred Moten and Stefano Harney's The Undercompnons is a kind of
poetic manifesto, a reflection both philosophical and social on forms
' BN of [(iving and resistance
that stem from the black
radical  tradition.  This
seminar  will  aim  to

further our understanding

of the movement this book

image by Shanna Merolo engages by wmeans of its
references to music, flight,
negation, Fanon, Deleuze, Marx, and the haptic. We will try to parse
out the ways in which Moten and Harney are both offering a critique
of and a trajectory for radical social action. Our seminar will simply
try to work out what is being asked of us, in velation to thought,
feeling, sound, and action, and how it understands the legacy of the
black radical tradition today.
Reading:
¢ Harney, Stefano & Moten, Fred. The (mdercommons. Fugrtiie
Planning & Black Studly Winenhoe/New York/Port Watson:
Minor Compositions, 2013.
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Seminar with Athena Athanasiou
States of Emergency and Agonistic Politics: Toward a ‘Not Yet

of Democratic Imagination

Like Marx and Engels, who bega
their Conpmunis
Mandfesto (1848) by invoking
spectre haunting Europe, whic
they called communism, Jacque
Derrida started off his Specters ¢
Marx by conjuring ghosts — in th

plural.  He  also  cited

-

Gezi sfonding protest; Istanbul revolutionary Marxist: Walte
Benjamin's “weak messianic force
(the 274 thesis On the Concept of History) was enlisted to instantiat
radical possibility: one that has not been actualized and yet remain
with us. The term “weak’ indicates the contingent character of th
messianic: messianic force is intimately related to messianic unfore
(the incomplete, the failed, the defeated). The unanticipate
possibility for the politics of agonism becomes the site of what Judit
Butler calls “opening up the possibility of agency” (1997: 15
Agency, however, does not indicate the restoration of a sovereig
individual subject of speech and action, but rather the aporia ¢
subjectivation.
Reading:
e Butler, Judith. Aotes Toward a Performative Theory «
Assembly. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2015.
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Seminar with Pamila Gupta
Critical Oceanic Studies

The vise of ocean
fevels has become a
sign  of  climate
change  and  the
Anthropocene. These
rising water levels
have created a new
awareness of the

ocean—as one of the

i RO last universal
Jason. de Codrey Taylov, "Viclssifuoes” commons — and
opened up
explovation—what is now being called ‘critical oceanic studies’
(Hofmeyr and Bystrom, 2017). While rich traditions of maritime
scholarship on human history at sea have traced ‘crossings’ of people,
ideas and objects (Chambers, 2008), critical ocean studies ask us to
engage with both human and wnon-human aspects of the ocean,
where surface and depth and the materiality and ‘seaness’ of the sea
become central points of veflection. This workshop takes recent
writings and art from this emerging area of scholarship to think
anew and comparatively about oceanic bodies (Mediterranean,
indian, Atlantic, and Pacific).
Readings:
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s Kerry Bystrom and Isabel Hofmeyr, “Oceanic Routes: (Post -it)
Notes on Hydro-Colonialism,” Conparative
Literatyre (2017), 69(1): 1-6.

e CElizabeth  Deloughrey, “Submarine  Futures of  the
Anthropocene,” Conparative Literature (2017), 69(1) 32-
44,

o Rachel  Price,  “Afterword:  The  Last  Universal

Commons,” Comparative Literatyre (2017), 63(1): 45-53.

Suggested Reading:
tain  Chawmbers, Chapter 1. “Many Voices” in AMeditervanean
Crossings (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2008).

Seminar with Elena Tzelepis

Aesthetics in the Political: Antigone as a Stranger in the Polis

Sophocles’ qntigone offe
vs us a way to veflect
the underpinnings of
dissent, critique, and
ethical responsibility.
Through Antigone,  we
will  think the social

conditions that
determine whom  we
Freedom Theattr of Jenin Refugee Comp, should love and

Performance of Fugerd’s The lsland.
for of Fug remember, whom we
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can consider our intimate and how we should love and mourn our
beloved ones. We will also think why critical public speech can be
threatening to state authorities and/or authoritarian constructions
of the law. We intend to go beyond the hevoic formulations of
Antigone and pose the question of collective civie responsibility and
action. Exploring such questions, we are confronted with the
pevennial question of who belongs to the polis and who does not; who
is included and at what price; who is constructed as a pariah, a
public enemy, a foreign body; and what the gender, sexual, vacial
implications of this foreclosure of the public sphere arve. Thus, we
examine the workings of the ancient Greek polis as well as their
resonances with contemporary politics of the democratic polity.
Reading:

« Butler, Judith. Antigone’s Claing: kinship Between Life and

Death New York: Columbia University Press, 2002

Methodological Workshop with Petros Petridis

Machinima as Experimental Ethnographic Medium

The workshop focuses
on the genre
of machinsima (machin
¢ + cinema), videos
and wmovies produced
through the capturing
and editing of

PELION

audiovisual material from the virtual worlds of video games.
During the workshop:

o we will focus on the political aspects of the practic
machinima creation. We will examine the conflicts that
taken place related to intellectual property rights and
free fan labor involved in producing this matevial.

o We will learn how to create a machinima.

o We will examine the potential methodological implicatios
machinima as a cultural archiving technique and as a me
of ethnographic representation.

Reading:

o Lowood, Henry and Michael Nitsche. “Video Captu
Machinima, Documentation, and the History of Vi
Worlds” (ch. 1) and “Tangible Narratives: Emerging Inter
for Digital Storytelling and Machinima” (ch. &) v
Machinima Reader Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Methodological Wovkshop with Juan Orrantia
Expanded Documentary

An overview
experiw
documentary/ethnog
and contemp

photography  works
question the canons
engage problems
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traditional documentary. Through them we will discuss the political
possibilities and uses of fiction, appropriation, ambiguity and non-
linearity for engaging “the veal”. Emphasts will be on the interplay

between form and content.

if participants are working on a project involving photography,
audio, film/video or multimedia we can devote a section of the

workshop in the form of a crit session to go over the material.

Readings:
o Azoulay, Ariella. introduction. The Cil Contract of Photography

Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008.

o Lind, Maria and Hito Stegerl. The Greenroom: Reconsidering the
Documentary and Contemporary Art. tntroduction.

«  Levi Strauss, David. “Nikons and icons. (s the aestheticization-of-
suffering critique still valid?”, Book Fortw, 2007

o http://www.bookforu m.com/inprint/ 014 02/258

e Dewos, T. J. The Migrant Image: The ARt and Politics of
Docusentary During Global cwisis. Durham: Duke University Press.

(Recommended)

in preparation also look at these works/artists:

o Sensate Journal (http://sensatejoumal.cow\/), The Atlas Group
Archives by, Walid Raad (www.theatlasgroup.org), Taryn Simon //
Diana Matar (Evidence), Richard Mosse
(infra) hitps:// wn’tness.worldpressphoto.org/ incoming ~the-collateral-
damage -of -conceptual _documentary-aBa38qacfabe

e Maya Goded (Plaza de la Soledad), Zanele Muholi, Jim Goldberd
(Open See), Suggested: Sans Soleil (Chris Marker)
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PROJECT LAB «DPemotracy Sumulations:
Mitsoy Bilalis & Penelope Papadias

The basic idea: you wild works Un padrs fo- “propoie’ an indeyvenfion |
A erificoad event (media crend, artishic cvend, unfellectuald/ acoderat ¢
evf:rgaia.x_.; sidmnation) vn which ln one way or cnother demotracy by
opinion b on Hhe Uik, This went cowdd be something Wum i:
frasnting o frove dows restarth It covde be owething —M' has pre
ihself wpon yoo ar o comcerine frome your astiaisen w Frow MMGL
everaday Wfe from whafever subjoct posiion. \

We wani yow for probe this problem, fo- erock i open, wifhv some of

Hheovetical concepty from Hue sembnaiy

Your will propost an Unfervendion, frying o bradnstorm a 'fovmadt’, W
ot wmad for fetishuize new digidal foolst, leading yow to- fotus youa
o-v—v fothanical. fime tvming. What s really Uit fo iy Uy Hhe soe
me ande ity loales of knowledge provlucion and cireadod
bieravciviesy  of  expertise,  comdidion  of  knowledge  scaw
www&u/‘fawfww, eher that s e provess,  ddreofly  affie
wmw/tha.m, political communidy, sholarship:. The veal guieste
o e polidical, not judl pracficald ferms, e we wrie fodey?

oA e : : .
ot beimg soiok we do luane some ideas s wer are more s suare
yoa adsor will have mang thingy to show vy

For yowr 1.5 -minudt presendation on the final day of lak (Judy ¢
gow will presead govw PROPOSAL for #his lnderventlon. It can fake
feran of o short wsay, a powespoing, a photer esal, an explainer vl
Listiole, o syllabuy, a short video, oo machinima, on achvify
sl dp tans, ain durt txdnidpid, oo porfovmance. We Like for Haimder of Hady as
Huto shoat of an constrsation that will extends beyond and a;Fhw fire
and we will be very inferesfed Uf Hhese Liftle "seeds! y;zmﬁwlmf%‘w wn
leaart: Pao ‘
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MWWW There W goorl reoson from a
prociicol and economical

There s o lot fo- say about thiy fopic! Pelion Suwumer Lab
Siﬂ-“&trﬂﬂb"u‘, W W fVO'VVV (15 WV

Housing & Food philosophy

iark/b‘/- g WW&IJ/HM’ U?‘:&C/ WL—ONM!?AH;

i i =7

m<umw

perspective, to- make the

sovial, polubical (and gastronomical)

bread, coffee/tea, eft) ond a home—cooked

‘w’!:/ will provide basic ingredients for a breakfost buffet (eggs.
wmalie, yoguurt; heoney,
Greedo wmeol (Le,

.W/'VV{X\-Q ot cleaning wp (not cooking or preparing the food). We
will #ry to- accommotlate dittary restrichions and food allergiey tor

Participands will all porticipate on o rotaflng basis os helpers un

parfleipointsy can go- owk fo- eat Ln neighboring

villages or ovder in (Limifed, options, such as sounlakd).

WM#AFQWWMW@M a diuner Un Hovior
after the public workshop and o fareweld dinner wn Lafkos). On

There will be at least Huee dinnery provided by the prograw (o

othher envenings,

(=4

2

The roowms of the monasfiry conference tender ave conweited
monks cells with dramatic views tor He sea. They are simple but
comfortoble (with fwo single beds and a private botih). There

one ndoor common space ovanilable for we by

wedl ay an owtdoor courfyard with large wooten monastie tables
roow adjocent foo tHhe kifehen

There s also a dining

Bed. sheety will be changed every theee dayy The parfleiponty

will be notified the day before.
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Demotracy and Dissent around the Globe

wifh
June 29, 2017 Mitsoy Bilalis (University of Thessaly)
Angelinis-Hadjinik Foundation, Horto, Pelion Alexandroy Klowpkiols (Aristotle University)

Amande Thivd: (Western Sydiney University)
| Penelope Papailiay (University of Thessaly)

the arty {more coffee}
Elena Tzelepis (Uninversity of Athens) o |
Syraew‘;Ww(ThWﬂ“W Center of Contemporary Art) “’W"T_“"ff”fm recent publication of Athena  Athanasiows
Juan Orrianta (University of Witwatersiond) Agonistic 'MWW-' .PW Disgidence and the Women in
Hypatia Vourlowmis (Infernational Centre for Hellewic and Black (Edinburgh University Press)
Mediterranean Stuodies)

. Amanda Thivd (Western Sydney University)
Hee : Patricia Dailey (Columbia University)
‘ preeid g Dimitris Vavdowlakis (Western Sydney University)

.
e academe {dinner break, followed by dance poartyl
|
‘ o) Department of History, Arhaeology « solisgy, niaritty o Thitascly
Pamila Gupta ( University of Witwateirsrand) Bikon Summer Lieh for Culty T I

Polymeris Voglis (University of Thessaly)
\ lomnna Laliotow (University of Thessaly)
Nikoy Churistofis (University of Macedonia) ‘ |
Sinan Birdal (dismissed professor University of Isk, University of
Sowthern California)

)
m)
o

4

{midday break and starting wp agaisn ot 6Pk | June 29, 2017

v nefworks, commons
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