PELION
SUMMER
LF O RAC UBL T U R A L
THEORY AND
EXPERIMENTAL
HUMANITIES

DATA & POWER
AUGUST 21-31, 2019

UNIVERSITY OF THESSALY

BASIC INFO FOR
THE PSL 2019

Yet, precisely how the new modes and mechanisms of
power related to the production and control of data are
imbricated in the contemporary biopolitics and
necropolitics of neoliberal capitalism and the neocolonial
condition is much more challenging to explain. In our
Pelion Summer Lab for Cultural Theory and Experimental
opinion, trying to understand how these processes work
Humanities (PSL), is an initiative of the Department of
across a wide range of spheres, from science to social
History, Archaeology and Social Anthropology and the
media and art, from state, military and legal procedures to
Laboratory of Social Anthropology of the University of
financial services and healthcare, represents one of the
Thessaly in Volos, Greece. The aim of this 10-day program is
most pressing issues for critical cultural theory and social
to convene an interdisciplinary group of graduate students,
analysis. We have noticed though that the tendency on the
advanced undergraduates, academics and cultural producers
part of small data ‘artisans’ like ethnographers is to avoid
from fields such as anthropology, history, sociology, arts,
these technical and technological matters, demonize them,
political philosophy, gender studies, literary and cultural
rather than untangle them.
studies, and communication and new media studies for a
period of intensive and provocative exchange regarding the
The premise of this year’s lab, thus, is two-fold: both to
pressing problems and questions of our research and our
explore the essential contribution of cultural and social
worlds.
analysis to the study of our contemporary data-driven
societies, rigorously historicizing, contextualizing,
This year’s theme Data & Power takes on the critical issue of
politicizing and bringing the body into the discussion,
how the production, tracking, mining, manipulation, sorting
while at the same time demystifying concepts such as
and categorization of data through algorithmic procedures
has emerged as an increasingly dominant mode of political algorithm, database, virality, platform, etc. for students of
cultural theory.
regulation, capitalist exploitation, identity formation,
cultural expression and knowledge generation.

Usually housed in monumental and imposing physical
edifices, the archive as a locus of political power -- whether
that of the ‘archon’-magistrate of antiquity, discussed by
Derrida, or the modern bureaucratic state -- projects
authority, exclusivity and control.
By contrast, the digital database, the archive’s successor
mode of information storage and classification, much like
social media platforms, appears to promise a neutral,
automated, objective and democratizing alternative, free of
gender-, class- and race-bias and national identity
politics. As opposed to the guardedness and limited,
monitored access of the archive, the keywords of database
culture are ‘open access’, ‘participation’, ‘sharing’ and
‘mobility’. Certainly, this false innocence has been exposed
many a time, with the scandal around the data
mining/analysis and political consulting company
Cambridge Analytica a glaring recent example, while the
arrest of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is ample
evidence of the disruptive power of the hacker figure in our
contemporary dataified context.

One might say that in part the turn to digital humanities
and the need to demonstrate that humanities fields can
‘handle’ big data, as well as the funding that endorses this
‘salvatory’ move for the supposedly imploding field, is itself
evidence of the database hegemony outlined above. We
are indeed critical of technological fetishism of much
digital humanities and the tendency toward a digital
facelift of established practices and routines of teaching,
research and communication of knowledge, insisting on a
theory-driven approach to the new data order to
understand, but also thrive in the post-bibliocentric
situation.
A fundamental aspect of the summer lab, thus, is the
reimagining of our habitualized modes of teaching,
researching and disseminating knowledge as part of the
agenda of experimental humanities. We do not see this
summer meeting as simply an extension of our normal way
of doing things to another time and place. Instead, we
envision these days together as an opportunity to
experiment and reflect together on how to better develop
communities of learning and intellectual exchange outside
of established routines and hierarchies, unleashing creative
possibilities and building global networks.

Penelope Papailias teaches anthropology at the University
of Thessaly. She has written extensively on cultural
memory, historical culture and witnessing, focusing on the
intersection of technology and culture in critical
media events, affective networks, spectacles of public
death, social mourning and performative memorialization.

The format of the PSL is designed to bring participants into
meaningful contact with innovative critical thinkers and
researchers, as well as with each other. We aim to create
an atmosphere that is simultaneously intellectually
rigorous and friendly, intense and chill: both an antidote
from the toxicities we may carry with us from the normal
academic semester and a platform for making unexpected
connections and discovering new pathways for the
research and writing we all hope to do in the future.
Our choice to use the term "summer lab", and not "summer
school", is deliberate. PSL is part of our broader philosophy
to bring the laboratory model into the humanities, blurring
the borders and hierarchies between research and
teaching, students (of different levels) and professors, the
university and the local community. Toward this aim we
aim to integrate as organically as we can the 'seminar' part
of the summer school with the 'experimental' aspect, while
placing emphasis on the creative intellectual production of
the participants themselves.
More specifically, Three jointly-taught, faculty-led
seminars on Virality and Memeification: Affective Networks
in the Dataverse (Bilalis, Papailias), Platform Capitalism
(Karatzogianni, Petridis), Algorithmic Sociality (Seyfert,
Robinson) and an experimental methodological workshop
to create a Serious Game to be played in a public event on
the last day of the lab; plus screenings, local performances,
hikes and other special events.
The core academic program will be enriched by a number
of other activities: hikes in the countryside and visits to
nearby villages, screenings and audio events, attendance
of local cultural events (such as concerts or village
festivals), eating adventures and, of course, the PSL
2017/2018 reunion and closing dance party!

Robert Seyfert is Akademischer Rat [Resarcher/Assistant
Professor] at the University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany.
He works at the intersection of Cultural Sociology, Media
Sociology, and Science and Technology Studies (STS). His
research interests are digital cultures and algorithmic
finance, especially their anthropological, epistemic and
affective aspects.
Sandra Robinson teaches in the Communication and Media
Studies program at The School of Journalism and
Communication at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada.
She studies the role of algorithms in contemporary media
cultured this work engages with critical concerns around
platforms, privacy, and power, in relation to how
algorithms predict, pre-empt, and control information
about people, processes, and things.
Athina Karatzogianni is an Associate Professor in Media
and Communication at the University of Leicester, UK. Her
research portfolio, on the impact of digitization on conflict,
economics and security, reflects a commitment to research
that is rigorous and innovative, with applied practice that
is relevant and internationally influential.
Mitsos Bilalis is an Assistant Professor of Theory and
Technology of Historical Information at the University of
Thessaly, Department of History, Archaeology, Social
Anthropology (Volos, Greece). He studied History at the
National and Kapodestrian University of Athens and
University of Sofia “Sv. Kliment Ohridski”. He has published
on the theory of history, contemporary visual culture,
social history of information and historical culture in the
digital domain.
Petros Petridis holds a doctorate in Social Anthropology
and currently teaches as an adjunct lecturer at the
University of Thessaly. He was a postdoctoral researcher at
the Greek Research Center for the Humanities. His main
interests focus on the ethnographic research of digital
culture: specifically, digital economies, file sharing and
intellectual property rights, algorithmic cultures,
gamification, fan cultures and the politics of knowledge in
technosocialities such as Peer to Peer networks and
Massively Multiplayer Online Games.

When &
Where

August 21, 2019 - August 31, 2019
Makrinitsa (Μακρινίτσα) in Pelion, above
Volos, Greece

The Pelion Summer Lab is non-profit and there
is no tuition. Accepted participants will only be
responsible for a 100E administrative fee. Students
have the option of lodging at the Melanthi Mansion at
discounted rates

Cost &
Housing

There is an online application to PSL 2019 is available
at our website:
Applying
https://www.pelionsummerlab.net
product percentage
the
The ofdeadline
for applying has been extended
company have been achieved
to Monday June 17, 2019
for the year 2019

90%

For any further information feel free to contact the
Organizing Committee:
https://www.pelionsummerlab.net
pelionsummerlab@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PelionSummerLab/

Information

